Beijing, 11-16 June 2001

Minutes of the meeting of the steering committee of the section of municipal archives of the ICA held in Beijing Zhengxie Meeting Center

The Managing Committee of the ICAISMA section was the guest of the city of Beijing from 11 to 16 June 2001. It met in work sessions on 11 and 13 June. The 12 June was devoted to a visit to the Municipal Archives in Beijing.

Furthermore, our Chinese colleagues allowed us to discover their city and its surroundings: the Forbidden City, the Temple of Heaven, the Summer Palace, the Great Wall and the tombs of the Ming emperors. They also enabled us to appreciate Chinese cuisine, and we would thank them for all of their attention.
The following were in attendance under the chair of Ramon ALBERCH I FUGUERAS: Svanhildur BOGADOTTIR, Jan BOOMGAARD, Ernst Otto BRÄUNCHE, Wang YUN, Daise APPARECIDA OLIVEIRA, Ferdinand OPLL, Paola PAVAN and Catherine LAURENT.

The agenda and the minutes of the meeting of September 2000 in Seville were accepted.

A - Communications - Information on the ICA

The chairman announces the appointments of Marcel Caya as assistant secretary general and Léopold Kammerhoffer as treasurer. He describes the new organisation of the ICA, the creation of a Program Evaluation Commission, and reports on the forthcoming meetings of the CITRA, the role of the FIDA, of the Blue Shield. Concerning the association Archivists without Frontiers, whose activities he presides, he hopes that it will become a section of the ICA.

The next international congress will be held in Vienna (Austria) from 23 to 28 August 2004. Archivum and Janus are going to come together into a single magazine [

Concerning the treasury, the credits will be attributed to each section depending on their projects.

B - Mid-term plan

Diffusion of the existence of the Committee

Our section currently has 223 members, the database of which will be sent to each of the members of the Committee. The presentation brochure has been revised and is available to the members of the Managing Committee for dissemination. Each of the members agrees to sound out the following areas:

- S. Bogadottir: the Baltic countries and Africa

- D. Apparecida Oliveira and Ramon Alberch i Fugueras: Spain and South America

- J. Boomgaard: the United States, Indonesia, Australia and Holland

- E. Bräunche: Germany and Switzerland

- P. Pavan: Italy

- C. Laurent: France and Great Britain

- F. Op11: Austria and Eastern Europe

- W. Yun: Eastern Asia and Korea

Republishing of the yearbook

The Committee then studies a planned questionnaire intended for all of the members of the section in view of updating the yearbook. After some discussion, it is decided that 0. Laurent will lead this based on the observations made, and will transmit it to everyone for approval before dissemination.

Section Statutes

The chairman proposes another version of article 8 to the Managing Committee, concerning the chairman and the secretary. Instead of “the chairman and secretary are appointed by the chairman of the ICA upon the proposal of the section for a mandate of four years, renewable once”, the proposal is: “the chairman and the secretary are elected by the general assembly of the section. The election is submitted to the approval of the chairman of the ICA, who appoints them for a mandate of four years, renewable once”.

This modification is approved by the Managing Committee and will be submitted to the Executive Committee.

Publications

The publishing of a bulletin in English and French is entrusted to Jan Boomgaard. Ideas for articles and chronicles must be sent to him by e-mail, for a first edition available before the Rio colloquium.

A web site is also planned for our section, which will in fact be the electronic form of the bulletin, and J. Boomgaard also accepts responsibility for this. The site must report to the official ICA site and vice versa. A request for financing will be sent to the treasurer.

The summaries of the communications made in the Seville and Rio colloquia may appear in the Bulletin, and will exceptionally be published in Janus/Archivum.

Projects

The Committee will continue to support the development of the municipal archives in Latin America and starting relations with the ALA. The appointment of corresponding members does not seem to be the responsibility of the missions entrusted to some of us on this subject. An ad hoc commission is appointed, of which Daise Apparecida Oliveira will hold the chair.

The chairman calls for the setting up of a basic bibliography on municipal archiving. He will seek out a student to do the preparatory work.

The section will be present at the different colloquiums organised on the municipal archives, and particularly the international colloquium of Valladolid in 2003.

Furthermore, the section continues to support the co-operation actions between the towns of the project Raphaël, and the project DACE (Description of the Archives of European Capitals). This now has a website, and will in the future be extended to other European towns that might have been capitals. The Beijing Archives will consult the site before seeing whether they adopt the project.

C - Organisation of the Managing Committee

Wang Yuri, directress of the Municipal Archives in Beijing, is unanimously elected vice-chairperson of our Committee, and accepts the post.

In order to extend our field of influence, we will ask several cities to join us, as places are available (at most 13 members may sit):

- 1) Brazzaville or Ouagadougou

- 2) Vancouver or Saint-Jones

- 3) Dubai or Sydney

Ramon Alberch i Fugueras will contact them.

As was already said last year, communications within the Committee will be by e-mail wherever possible.

Transversal relations must also be set up with other sections at the time of the colloquia or study sessions.

The next meeting is set for April 2002, at the time of the Rio colloquium that our section is organising.

In 2003, we still have no invitation from a town.

In 2004, we will meet in Vienna at the end of August at the time of the International Congress.

D — Report by Daise Apparecide Oliveira on the action of the development of the municipal archives in South America and the Caribbean. Her report brings forth congratulations and encouragement from the Managing Committee.

E - Organisation of the Rio colloguium (17-21 April 2002)
Several subjects are pinned down:

- the municipal archive buildings

- the electronic archives

- the public services: the traditional offers

— the use of advanced technologies for public access to the municipal archives

— the municipal archives in South America

A half day will be devoted to each subject and a whole day to the archives of South America. This may be organised as follows: a 30 minute presentation and four accounts of experiences. Several names are put forward: these people will have to be contacted.

An interpreting service is planned; a registration fee will be defined.

The colloquium will be announced by individual mail to all members on the ICA electronic dissemination list.

The agenda being concluded, the works of the Committee are declared closed.

