Valladolid, 11-12 march 2003

Minutes of the meeting of the steering committee of the section of municipal archives of the ICA 
The section SMA/ICA has taken part in the organisation of the International Conference at Valladolid on the topic Municipal Archives in an open society’ held by the City of Valladolid on the occasion of the inauguration of the new premises of the Valladolid City Archives. On that occasion the Board had its meeting on Tuesday, 11 march, from 7.30 to 12.00 a.m. and on Wednesday from 9.00 to 10.30 a.m. at the Town Hall of Valladolid.

Under the presidency of Ramon ALBERCH I FUGUERAS, the following colleagues were present: Svanhildur BOGADOTTIR, Jan BOOMGAARD, Ernst Otto BRAUNCHE, Wang YUN, Daise Apparecida OLIVEIRA, Ferdinand OPLL, Paola PAVAN and Catherine LAURENT. Non present colleagues: Eugène LOUBOU from Brazzaville and Alexei KISELEEV from Moscow. Eduardo Pedruelo MARTIN, member of the Commission for Programme Management, represented the General Secretary Joan van Albada.

The agenda was adopted and the minutes of the Meeting and Conference of Rio de Janeiro were confirmed

Documentation of the Conference of Rio

Sixteen papers have been collected they are going to be published in Comma.

Evaluation of the Articles of the Sections

We have acceded the statements of the other Sections and we have added our own statements (see annex). We have insisted particularly on the impossibility of organising a General Meeting of all the members every year because of the great number of members and the financial problems which may arise. In accordance with the other Sections we have demanded that the Presidents of the Sections should be present at the Executive Committee.

Publication of the Members’ Directory

At the moment we have only 54 responses. Some members of the committee have not answered..It was decided to publish the Directory due to the status, i.e. with the information being available. These facts perhaps are linked to the small interest of the members for the activities of the Section. We wilt try to be more present by distributing an information every 4 or 5 months.

Congress of Vienna

Ferdinand Opll accepts to organise for SMA a colloquium about the Austrian Archives. Jan Boomgaard can already count upon three single propositions of his Dutch colleagues. Daise Apparecida Oliveira is going to report about the work being done in Latin America. Maria Assumcio Cotomer will present our International Bibliography on Municipal Archives. Furthermore Rosine Cleyet Michaud, President of the Committee on Appraisal, proposes a seminar jointly organised with our own Section about the question of appraisal in Municipal Archives. Ramon Alberch I Fugueras will meet her again in Cape Town and will inform us about the project by mail.

Financial Matters

The Conference of Rio had costs of about EUR 20.000,- for its organisation and for the travel of members of the board coming from countries of the developing world.

The costs for the Valladolid Conference amounted to EUR 5.000,- (expenses for the communication regarding the conference and the travel costs for Daise Apparecida Oliveira).

5th Congress of Archives of Mercosul

The General Secretariat of ICA wants the edition of the documents regarding presentations being organised or assisted by our Section to be in English and French and ask also for the use of the ICA logo for these purposes. The Congress of Mercosul in Cordoba (Argentine) asks for our support: t is decided that our contribution is going to help publishing the Summaries in English and French.

International Bibliography on Municipal Archives

The project was started 12 years ago, but we have been working efficiently on it only since 2002. Maria Assumcio Colomer has contributed a lot by reviewing the bibliographical notes for each country being given by the head office of Archives and Culture. Ramon Alberch I Fugueras will send the respective entries to every one of us in order to verify and complete them following the methods being already laid out. The job has to be finished not later than 30 September 2003.

Latin America

The activities being on their way are entering a phase of concretisation at the moment. The City of Sao José dos Campos (Brazil) has accepted to make use of the whole procedure and will also allow to make a test of appraisal. In order to enlarge this experience, the governor of Sao Paulo is going to be asked to generalise these activities within his field of responsibility. Even outside of Brazil, Daise Apparecida Oliveira is coordinating different correspondents in Bolivia, Uruguay ... A special software has been realised in Rio for this purpose.

Homepage

Jan Boomgaard has charged the company Toutatis to care for making a model. Other sections do already have their own homepages. Jan is going to write to all the members of the Board giving the details of the project, asking for their opinions about a fixed date. The costs for the realisation of the homepage are estimated about EUR 6.000,-, its maintenance about EUR 2.000,- per year.

Future Board 2004-2008

D. Chouinard, archivist of Montréal, as refused to join the Board. Daise Apparecida Oliveira, Ferdinand Opll, Alexei Kiseleev, Ramon Alberch I Fugueras and Wang Yun are members since 8 years and therefore their mandates cannot be renewed. Furthermore the President and the Secretary cannot execute their duties for two consecutive mandates. Nevertheless it is important that president and secretary are no new-comers.

After discussions and due to the individual obligations, it has been decided to contact possible new members and to propose to the General Secretary of ICA who has to nominate the President and the Secretary Jan Boomgaard as President and applying for an exception of the rule - Catherine Laurent as Secretary (second mandate).

